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£r0m an interview with Batience Worth, ~ 
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St. Louis, rote 1922. 
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in response to a request from tatience for a "siteh for her song", — 
no J.B. suggested the brotherhood of mankind. to which shke said; 


the brotherhood of wan, - thas is the honey 

Which hangeth the days! tatters together. 
Yesterday and today were trothed and wedded : 
And all tomorrows shall be their fruit. 

the foundation of ,esterday resied upon man's faith in his brother 
And tomorrow shall fall asunder if that faith fade. 

ite, who walked the hillocks and sat by the sea at SaLsise8: 

Writ by his holy foot-e-fall the law of brotherhood. 

Aye! and that law be writ in one word,- service. 


in my hand lies my redemption, : ie 
in my labor is my pledge to uod, ° 
in the fulfillment of my labor is the fulfillment of that sledg 
i am a commuboicant of the common wine of day. 

lio Yarer wine would i sug thas the lout sup;eth. 
i would sup devoutly from the aliple lips of day and be sustaing} 
sven through my doubt. — 


i Know the day. 
i know how deep is the wheat and how thick-set te barley and the 
i KnOW all this, — rye, 
But better yet, i know where the wild roses _— and the foot~ 

flowers Gluster! 

ee > 

Give me fools with wide mouths and staring Oren . “eae 
fhat work significant. a 
Give me fools with deey thirst and honest faults and cluasy wom 
Give me fools in motley of the day rather than wise men . 

~ + Who lock law with the key of cunning, 

Whose argument is defiled and whose meaning is thick with deceis 
Give me fools wide-mouthed. 

UM toe announcement of their poor wisdom é — 
truth sits like a lily. = 
in their hand-clasp is fellowship with God. ee 
Oh humble vod, take wy wisdom, give me Simplicity. 


(4 answer to a question as to how man is to. achieve eer see ee Ss 
she said; 


tia 


dian is binded by his own ink cm 
Doubt ié the fetter to his wisdom. sa =a 


i- the, how shall he get free from doubt? = = 


the freeing from doubt be the acceptance of simplicity. 

se who mouths with wise men becomes confused. . 

go wisdom of that man who announces himself wise is bs emborrowed 
: stuff. . Pasa 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2013 


http://archive.org/details/generalnotebooks1925greg_0 


es 


Fi 


Setlaune Worth - z" macy: | =f — 


\ 
Qe Shall simplicity be achieved individually or by ‘changing the social 
institutions of men? 


thou hast said it 

But that man who baketh upon him such a task 

Se like unto him who held the @arth upon his shoulders. 

Wee one, dost thy dream reach a little way beyond man's night, 

Woe befalls thee. 

fo caten the garment . desire, thai glistening. robe, and drem — 
reams 

Like eagle wings, with whieh to lift thee from the graysome ag, 

fo hope and despair and ghve faith and take faith, - 

is to follow the foot-path unto Golgotha's brow. : 


a- How do you regonsile that with our need of brotherhood? ee oe 


Kinship,- the key to living. 

_io man hath lived who hath not announced his kin to his broth- 

he must announce his kin to the lowly ers. 

Theat the bread which sustains man be coarse a fit. 

“e must aspire to know kindred with the lofty 

Theat the wine he drink contains a cunning dream. 

46 must walk with fools and listen to their prattle, | 

wake muste of their belis. 

. He must mingle with folk, admitting his kindred call with them 

A gart of the elemental, 

S@ that his wit hath a firm foundation and his wisdom be well- _ 
founded, 

“Yea, sprung from out the sod and rooted. 


Kinship ,- the key to living$ 
io man hath ever soared from out the sordid day 
Save that he did it by this communion. 
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ATOMIC TIMEA * 


OWADAYS WE THINK in quite different dimensions 
than did the alchemists, says Dr. E. E. Free in The 
Forum (New York). Transmutation of one metal into 

another is, for us, a matter of the infinitely tiny atoms and the 

still tinier electrons. Atoms constitute, as every reader of the 
newspapers is now coming to realize, a universe of quite different 
nature from that which is apparent to our senses. Then there is, 
of course, the still larger-scale universe of the stars, whose 

convenient foot-rule is the distance which light will travel in a 

year. These successive universes of size are well known. It is 
not so commonly realized, Dr. Free notes, that the aspect of the 
universe would depend equally on the time-scale that one assumes 


— 


and uses. He proceeds: 


‘‘For the moderate-size universe which we feel and see, the 
convenient time units are the day and the year. Both are rota- 
tions; the rotation of the earth on its axis and its motion around 
the sun. Now it happens that atoms rotate too, the particles 
inside them revolving around the common center, much as the 
planets revolve around the sun. And if there were intelligent 
beings inhabiting these atomic particles, as we inhabit the earth, 
they would be inclined, doubtless, to take the period of atomic 
rotation for their time-unit, exactly as we do. The resultant time- 
scale would be ridiculously dissimilar to ours. 

**It takes you about one-fifth of a second to snap your fingers. 
In one earthly year you could snap your fingers, if your strength 
held out, some six hundred million times. But if the atomic year 
is taken as one revolution of the flying atomic planets around 
the center of the atom, just as it is for the earth, then more than a 
million billions of these atomic years would elapse while you 
snapt your fingers once. This, too, is for one of the slowest of 
the atoms. Some are more than a hundred times faster. 

**You remember the insects immortalized in the famous letter of 
Benjamin Franklin, insects which lived only for a day and to 
whom it seemed that the broad green plain of the leaf on which 
they dwelt was eternal. Not one of them had ever seen it change. 
How much more eternal and changeless would we seem to an 
atom? If an atom-dweller lived for the span of seventy atomic 

years which is traditional for us, he might live and die in the 
midst of an exploding mass of gunpowder and never know that 
his universe had altered in the least. 

** And just so, when we look at what seems to us the unchang- 
ing picture of the stars which form that greater universe whose 
time-unit is millions of times greater than our own, it is worth 
while to remember that what seems to us a span of seventy years 
may be, in reality, a mere instant while some sort of celestial 
dynamite is going off. It is true enough to say that the essence 
of the Einstein theory is merely the conclusion that everything 

depends on the point of view. It is equally true to say that 
everything depends on the length of the look. 

*“'These three (or perhaps more) universes which le within each 
other and differ so astonishingly in size-scale and in time-scale, 
are linked together by only one thing—energy. The energy that 
drives the machinery of our middle-size universe comes, let us 
say, from the heat of burning coal. But the heat of burning coal 

is derived, in reality, from the atomic universe. A great mass of 
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